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traders who dared show themselves on the
Madagascar coast were those who did business
with the pirates, owing to the number of pirate
settlements that sprang up at different points;
the best known being at St. Mary's Island, St.
Augustipe's, Port Dauphin, and Charnock's Point,
They built themselves forts and established a reign
of terror over the surrounding country, sometimes
taking a part in native quarrels, and sometimes
fighting among themselves; dubbing themselves
kings, and living in squalid dignity with large
seraglios of native women. Captain Woodes
Rogers, who touched at Madagascar for slaves,
sixteen years after Every's time, described those
he met as having been on the islands above
twenty-five years, with a motley crowd of children
and grandchildren.

" Having been so many years upon this Island,
it may be imagined their Cloaths had long been
worn out, so that their Majesties were extremely
out at the Elbows : I cannot say they were ragged,
since they had no Cloaths, they had nothing to
cover them but the Skins of Beasts without any
tanning, but with all the Hair on, nor a Shoe nor
Stocking, so they looked like the Pictures of
Hercules in the Lion's Skin ; and being overgrown